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weakness and inferiority ... all this is characteristic of the barbarian 

mentality» (Sri Aurobindo 1999, 84-85).  

The thinker speaks about the possibility of the existence of physical 

and vital barbarism. In the first case, the emphasis is on improving the 

body and strengthening health. In the second case, we are talking about 

the pursuit of success in life, about the accumulation of all kinds of 

benefits, about the comfort of everyday life in the name of comfort. 

Such a barbarian man lives only to eat and drink, identifying himself 

with the vital desires and pleasures that lie under the corporeal shell. 

At these two levels of consciousness development, a person lives a 

plant and animal life, is subject to herd instincts, and is open to 

subconscious temptations.  

Often the cult of the body became the main principle of the 

organization of the whole community, as it was in ancient Sparta. 

There are barbarians in modern society. The main current ideals of 

Western European culture are physical health and well-being, comfort, 

wealth and bodily entertainment. An example here can also be the 

well-known «excesses» of big sports, when the beauty of the body and 

the build-up of physical strength are subordinated, practically, to the 

whole life of an athlete. Therefore, both in ancient times and in modern 

society, there are barbarians whose nature does not change, but only a 

shell.  

However, neither the body nor life exist for their own sake, but are 

only tools for achieving and expressing higher ideals. We are talking 

about the mind, which can and should become the highest authority 

and the main guide of all human life at the current stage of its 

evolution.  
 

Civilization  
Civilization is the second, higher stage of the evolution of man and 

society. It arises with the intensification of human intellectual activity 

in connection with the organization, management, protection and 

improvement of civil society. Naturally, many remnants of barbarism 

can persist in a civilized society. In this sense, we can talk about a 

semi-civilized society as the norm. Therefore, on the one hand, 

civilization is a transitional stage from barbarism to culture. It bears all 

the birthmarks of barbarism. But, on the other hand, there is a 

significant activation of human intellectual life in all spheres of social 

existence, which makes it part of culture. Therefore, according to 

Aurobindo, the main characteristics of a society that we call civilized 
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Abstract: This article examines one of the most complicated issues of social 

research, namely social singularity as a process of producing unpredictable 

meanings, both in the life of modern society and an individual. The essence 

of social singularity is generally interpreted in the context of the coevolution 

of nature and society in the conditions of rapid technological shifts and 

changes in the role of the information environment. Therefore, this study 

aims to define and analyze the methodological tools of cognition of the social 

singularity phenomenon as a structural part of the new digital paradigm of 

philosophical discourse. The article considers the methodological approaches 

of various schools of philosophy represented by opposing views on 

anthropological reality in the context of its digital transformation.Within the 

framework of methodological structuring, the degree of the social singularity 

issue elaboration can be represented by the methodologies of postmodern and 

post-humanism philosophy. The conceptual approaches to the criticism of 

computational thinking, which forms the phenomenon of singularity 

eliminating the Human, are presented in the works by Baudrillard, Deleuze, 

Massumi, and Haraway. The article emphasizes that the papers of these 

scholars study digital ontology of the post-human state, where the boundaries 

between man and machine are blurred. Those studies include the analysis of 

cyber and biotechnological changes that affect human nature and create the 

concept of social singularity as a negative scenario for the development of the 

Human. Analyzing the phenomenon of social singularity, we emphasize that 

non-objectified human feelings come into conflict with computational 
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several socio-philosophical and theoretical-methodological directions, 

one of them being the methodology of artificial intelligence, can 

represent the degree to which the social singularity issue has been 

developed. Thus, in his work on superintelligence, Nick Bostrom 

(2014) explores the risks and possibilities of creating artificial 

intelligence superior to human intelligence, whereas Lucy Suchman 

(2006) studies the interaction of humans with computer systems, 

raising the questions about the ways, in which technology is shaping 

our social reality.  

The works by a European futurist Gerd Leonhard reveal the status 

of man in the world of numerical relations. In his book, Technology vs. 

Humanity: The Coming Clash between Man and Machine (2016), 

Leonhard gives criticism on the processes of digital transformation of 

man. Another book, Neural Networks, by Ranjodh Singh Dhaliwal, 

Théo Lepage-Richer & Lucy Suchman (2024) critically explores the 

role of neural networks in modern scientific and technical discourses, 

while analyzing how neural networks affect our understanding of 

cognition by transforming it into a computational phenomenon. The 

authors examine the historical and social contexts in which neural 

networks developed and discuss how these technologies shape our 

perception of human biology, psychology, and social life. They 

analyze the problems of social singularity as a starting point, the onset 

of a new sociality, whose basis will be presented by new cognitive 

processes, exclusively algorithmic and computational by nature, which 

will contradict the nature of man, the anthropological, where 

imagination, intuition, emotions generate a space of ethics: morality 

and empathy.  

In modern philosophy, the conceptual approaches to the criticism of 

computational thinking, which forms the phenomenon of singularity 

eliminating the Human (affective, sensuous, and emotional), are 

presented in studies by Jean Baudrillard, Gilles Deleuze, Brian 

Massumi, and Donna Haraway. The works of these scholars present 

the digital ontology of the post-human state, where the boundaries 

between man and machine become blurred. These studies also include 

the analysis of cyber and biotechnological changes that affect human 

nature and create the concept of social singularity as a negative 

scenario for the development of the Human.  

Studying one of these biological changes, Brian Massumi suggests 

the analytics of understanding affect as the basic natural principle of 

human biochemical processes, a natural reaction to the surrounding 
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The Fight for a Human Future at the New Frontier of Power by 

Shoshana Zuboff (2019). In her research, Zuboff argues that 

algorithms contradict anthropological reality, which includes such 

unique phenomena as imagination, historicity, temporality, self-

affectation, subjectivity, and a sense of reality.  

Non-objectified human feelings come into conflict with 

computational thinking, as subjectivity, carried beyond the Self, turns 

into the non-human Other. There are questions about how algorithms 

and artificial intelligence affect human subjectivity and free will, and it 

is especially important to understand how computational processes can 

limit or expand human capabilities. We find these methodological 

aspects in the works by Maksim Zhuk (2017), Michael Murez & Joulia 

Smrchkova (2014), Ranjod Singh Dhaliwal, Theo Lepage-Risher & 

Lucy Suchman (2024), etc.  

The anthropological practices of self-cognition and self-impact are 

replaced by post-human reactions to external stimuli. In this case, man 

loses his ontological exclusivity, becoming an object of the non-human 

world. In contrast to the beingof man,which involves both internal and 

external impacts, the post-human one has this duality eliminated. 

Digital philosophy attempts to present the concepts for the 

elimination of the ontological difference between the Human and the 

Non-human (technical, algorithmic) by analyzing the approaches to 

interpreting singularity, characterizing its types as regards the social 

phenomena and processes reflected in the public consciousness, 

namely in the signs of inconsistency, prolonged mobilization state, and 

the search for an ideological platform.  

We can state that this discourse originated in postmodern 

philosophy (in the network concepts by Deleuze, Guattari, and 

Baudrillard) and further developed in the post-humanist philosophy of 

new materialists, namely Massumi, and Haraway. In the works of new 

materialists, consciousness is restricted to the rational and 

deconstructed, thus considering man as a multiple set of codes 

determined by external situational flows.  

Thus, the postulation of external determinism closes the possibility 

of talking about man in terms of freedom and self-sufficiency. The 

principle of multiplicity contradicts the anthropological idea of the 

integrity of understanding human existence.  

Gilles Deleuze and Félix Guattari (1983), abandoning 

consciousness identified with ratio, plunge man into the flows of 

existence determined by the codes and cuts of the desiring-machines. 
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Abstract: This article investigates the reflection of archaic beliefs in Evenk, 

Russian and Yakut cosmogonic riddles. Metaphorical images that are found 

in this genre of folklore provide insight into patterns of traditional culture and 

mythology. Folk riddles were investigated by means of contextual, semantic, 

and semiotic analyses that allowed us to identify archaic representations 

encoded in metaphorical descriptions of the sky and celestial bodies. We 

found that cosmogonic texts contain various illustrations of ethnic beliefs and 

artifacts of culture verbalized in the images of human beings, animals, 

household items, and natural and sacred objects. In the paper we also 

highlight key primordial ideas traced in the analyzed texts that reconstruct 

pagan mythological plots and storylines of an original or borrowed nature. 

Our ancestors, observing the sky and cosmic phenomena, through the genre 

of riddles transferred to subsequent generations the fragments of their 

perception of the universe encoded in metaphors linked with mythologemes 

of the world tree and primordial ocean. We conclude that riddles may serve 

as a reliable source for analyzing archaic representations of the universe and 

illustrating the specifics of the landscape, culture, traditions and households 

of an ethnos. As for similar motifs, they might be rooted in myths of 

borrowed character or caused by the similitude of human associative thinking 

in the allegorical encoding of universal natural phenomena.  Overall, our 

research demonstrates that key images of the sky and cosmic bodies reflect 

the traditional representations and ideas of the three ethnic groups under 

consideration and allow us to identify similarities and differences in their 

perceptions of the world.  
 

Keywords: cosmogonic riddle, archaic representation, myth, metaphor, 

image  
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Sakha (Yakutia) situated in the north-eastern part of Siberia. As for the 

Evenks of Russia, they are settled within the borders of the Irkutsk, 

Amur, and Sakhalin regions; Krasnoyarsk, Zabaikalsky and 

Khabarovsk territories; and the Republics of Yakutia and Buryatia. In 

spite of their territorial prevalence, they are referred to as indigenous 

minorities and do not make up the majority of the population 

anywhere; they mostly live in the same settlements with Russians, 

Yakuts, Buryats and other peoples.  

Thus, our choice of ethnic groups is not accidental; these ethnic 

groups within Siberian territories are closely related. For Yakuts and 

Evenks the formation of the Russian state was a sharp turn in their 

ethnic and cultural development. Nevertheless, it is necessary to note 

that in our research we did not attempt to identify the nature of 

mythological thinking verbalized in the texts of riddles, and we did not 

set out to determine the character of motifs in terms of their originality 

or borrowedness. We must underline that in our study we searched for 

common motifs and related storylines in traditional Evenk, Russian 

and Yakut riddles.  

Folk riddles about the sky, the sun, the moon, and the stars were 

selected from a dictionary of Yakut riddles (Oyunskaya 1975) and 

collections of Russian riddles (Rybnikova 1932; Sadovnikov 1995). 

Due to the absence of dictionaries of Evenk riddles, the data was 

obtained from several books about Evenk folklore (Wasilewitch 1936; 

Voskoboinikov 1967; Romanova and Myreeva 1971; Afanasyeva 

2005; Oyogir 2006).  

To identify the traces of mythological representations and archaic 

perceptions of celestial space in Russian, Evenk and Yakut cultures we 

conducted the following stages of research: (1) we analyzed the 

semantics of cosmogonic riddles and compared their key images with 

the main mythological motifs about the creation of the universe; (2) we 

identified correlations between metaphoric descriptions and 

mythological representations by interpreting the metaphors as semiotic 

elements uncovering archaic ideas about the universe; (3) we identified 

references to realia which depict specific details of the traditional lives 

of the Russians, Yakuts, and Evenks. Thus, when studying the images 

of the world in these three ethnic cultures we applied a mixture of 

qualitative methods including semantic, descriptive, semiotic and 

interpretational analyses. For the purpose of convenience of 

presentation, example texts are labelled R (Russian), Y (Yakut) and E 

(Evenk).  
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Fig. 17. Igo Ofo (Ofo contemplations)  

 

 
Fig. 18. Ichu aja (Sacrifice performance)  

 

 
Fig. 19. Oriko (Communion)  

 

 
Fig. 20. Igboto mma (Traditional retirement)  

 

 
Fig. 21. Inu Agha  (Warfare)  
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Ngozi Agujiobi-Odoh and Chikodili Ukamaka Onuora  
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Fig. 22. Isopuru ndi okenye (Respect for elders)  

 

 
Fig. 23. Ikpa oke ala (Land boundary marking)  

 

Drawings on administration and divination-related aspects of Igbo Culture 

Illustrators: Prof. Chijioke Noel Onuora (Figs. 9-21, 23);  

Dr. Nkem Fortyunes Alu (Fig. 22)  

Source: Alu, Nkem Fortyunes et al. 2024. Research  
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Fig. 24. Ikpa ute (Mat weaving)  

 

 
Fig. 25. Ipi osisi (Wood carving)  
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Fig. 26. Ikpu ite (Pottery)  

 

 
Fig. 27. Ite uri (Make up and, body decoration)  

 

 
Fig. 28. Ikpa akwa (Fabric weaving)  

 

 
Fig. 29. Ikpa isi (Hair plaiting or braiding)  
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Fig. 30. Iru ulo aja oto (Mud architecture)  

 

 
Fig. 31. Iwa ogodo (Fabric pants costuming)  

 

 
Fig. 32. Ikpu uzu (Black/metal smithing)  

 

 
Fig. 33. Iru mgbede (Fattening/bridal outing)  

 

 
Fig. 34. Iti mmonwu (Masquerading)  
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Fig. 35. Ikpa nkata (Basket weaving)  

 

 
Fig. 36. Ite egwu (Dance)  

 

 
Fig. 37. Igba mgba (Wrestling)  

 

 
Fig. 38. Ima mbem (Panegyrics)  

 

Drawings on art, crafts and entertainment-related aspects of Igbo Culture  

Illustrator: Prof. Chijioke Noel Onuora (Figs. 24-38)  

Source: Nkem Fortyunes, Alu et al. 2024. Research  
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Fig. 43. Ichu nta (Hunting)  

 

 
Fig. 44. Igbu azu (Fishing)  

 

 
Fig. 45. Iko ugbo/iku mkpuru 

(Land cultivation/sowing of seeds)  

 

 
Fig. 46. Iweputa ihe ubi (Harvesting)  

 

 
Fig. 47. Ichere eluigwe aja (Lifting a sacrifice to the heavens)  
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Fig. 48. Ili ozu (Interment of the deceased)  

 

 
Fig. 49. Ikwa Ozu (Burial rites)  

 

 
Fig. 50. Igbu akwu (Harvesting of palm nuts)  

 

 
Fig. 51. Akuko ifo (Folklore)  

 

 
Fig. 52. Iku ogene/ekwe (Town crying; metal or wooden gong)  
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During the communist period, women had to assume a double role: 
the productive role of participant in the labour market and the 
reproductive role of mother. This led to the conclusion that there is a 
positive relationship between women's employment rate and fertility 
rates, a characteristic that has been seen in most Central and Eastern 
European countries. But after 1990, there has been a decrease in the 
employment rate of women, so for a recovery in fertility one solution 
might be to encourage women's participation in work. On the other 
hand, this should be followed by some measures that ease the 
relationship between work and family life (Jemna and David 2018).  

Periods of economic recession are associated with negative fertility 
dynamics. When the labour market deteriorates, fertility will decrease 
(Matysiak, Sobotka and Vignoli 2020). Unemployment affects 
fertility, women and men differently. When women face 
unemployment, they usually choose to postpone the birth of a child or, 
on the contrary, choose to focus on family life and assume the role of 
mother. Among men, unemployment leads to reduced formation of a 
family and the desire to become a parent (Alderotti et al. 2021).  

With the SARS-CoV-2 pandemic, many people have lost their jobs 
that has led to a decrease in the total fertility rate in the European 
Union, when we relate to the European average. However, in 
Romania's case, this rate has increased. While the European average 
decreased by 0.03, the total fertility rate in Romania increased by 0.03 
from 2017 to 2021. From this, we conclude that, staying at home for a 
prolonged time Romanians chose to have a child during this period of 
uncertainty.  

Of course, if the total fertility rate is lower than necessary for a 
stable population (2.1 in 2021 conf. Eurostat), the natural increase also 
shows a steady decrease. In 5 years, a difference of 1.4 is seen. Even 
though Romania has one of the highest total fertility rates in the 
European Union, this is not enough to prevent the country's 
demographic aging. Declining fertility rates and increased life 
expectancy contribute to reduced natural growth. While GDP 
contributes positively to increased life expectancy, it also leads to a 
decrease in fertility rates, as the opportunity cost of childcare time 
increases (Jemna and David 2021).  

There are many factors that influence the total fertility rate, such as 
quality of life, hospital facilities, number of crèches and kindergartens, 
problems that occur within couples, health problems. Some fertility 
policies that could be proposed should consider women's health and 
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2100 2024). Well-designed family policies also promote gender 
equality by supporting both men and women in balancing work and 
family responsibilities, encouraging shared parental roles and 
fostering a more equitable division of labour at home and in the 
workplace (Szabó-Morvai et al. 2019).  

According to Neyer (2006), one major limitation is that even 
though family policies can influence childbearing behaviour, they do 
not necessarily lead to an increase in the total fertility rate nor have a 
long-term effect on fertility levels. Economic conditions, labour 
market dynamics, and societal norms often play a more critical role in 
determining fertility outcomes. Family policies often face challenges 
in addressing issues such as sexual harassment, gender gaps in 
pensions, and cultural change, necessitating a more integrated and 
holistic approach to policy design and implementation.  

To address these issues, comprehensive policies are needed that 
ease the financial and logistical burdens of raising children, support 
women's labour force participation, and improve access to health care, 
thereby fostering an environment conducive to higher birth rates.  
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2022-2027, carried out with the support of the Ministry of Research, 
Innovation and Digitization MCID, Project no. PN 22_10_0202, Contract 
No. 22N/03.01.2023.  
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https://www.healthdata.org/news-events/newsroom/news-releases/lancet-dramatic-declines-global-fertility-rates-set-transform#main-content
https://www.healthdata.org/news-events/newsroom/news-releases/lancet-dramatic-declines-global-fertility-rates-set-transform#main-content
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1126&langId=en&intPageId=4748


https://theworld.org/stories/2015/12/28/half-million-kids-survived-romanias-slaughterhouses-souls-will-they-ever-heal
https://theworld.org/stories/2015/12/28/half-million-kids-survived-romanias-slaughterhouses-souls-will-they-ever-heal
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stated in figure 1 (see Appendix), which shows that respondents of 
National & Citywide TV 100% agree that their organization tries to be 
first and promotes respect & empathy while 63.6% of respondents of 
National & Citywide Daily agree with the same. There are 18.2% 
respondents of National & Citywide Daily who disagree and 18.2% 
respondents who cannot decide whether their organization promotes 
respect & empathy.  

76.2% of the respondents of National & Citywide TV agree that 
their organization encourages self-censorship while 36.4% respondents 
of National & Citywide Daily agree with the same. There are 36.4% 
respondents of National & Citywide Daily who disagree and 27.3% 
respondents who cannot decide whether their organization encourages 
self-censorship. The figure shows that of the respondents of National 
& Citywide TV, only 28.6% agree that their organization encourages 
crisis communication planning while 54.5% respondents of National & 
Citywide Daily agree with the same. There are 19% respondents of 
National & Citywide TV who cannot decide while 9.2% respondents 
of National & Citywide Daily who cannot decide whether their 
organization encourages crisis communication planning.  

From figure, the respondents of National & Citywide TV only 9.5% 
agree that their organization debunk fake news while there are 81% 
respondents disagrees. There are 18.2% respondents of National & 
Citywide Daily who agree and 72.7% respondents who disagree 
whether their organization debunk fake news. The figure shows that 
only 4.8% of respondents of National & Citywide TV, only 4.8% agree 
that their organization hires healthcare professionals as employees 
while there are 90.5% respondents who disagree. There are 54.5% of 
respondents of National & Citywide Daily who agree while 45.5% of 
respondents disagree that their organization hires healthcare 
professionals as employees.  

42.9% of the respondents of National & Citywide TV agree that 
their organization encourages citizen journalism while 54.5% of 
respondents of National & Citywide Daily agree with the same. There 
are 23% of respondents of National & Citywide TV who cannot decide 
whether their organization encourages citizen journalism. The figure 
also shows that among the respondents of National & Citywide TV 
100% agree that their organization receiving governmental help is a 
promising idea while 72.7% respondents of National & Citywide Daily 
agree the same.  
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the norms so that they would be able to meet the needs of its viewers 
and the communities in an increasingly challenging environment.  
 
Appendix  
 
 

Variables Question Measurement 

Respect & 
empathy 

My organization tries to 
be first and promotes 
respect & empathy. 

5-point Likert Scale 

Self-censorship I impose self-censorship 
in newsgathering and 
dissemination, and my 
organization encourages 
this act. 

5-point Likert Scale 

Crisis 
communication 
planning 

My organization 
encourages crisis 
communication planning 
and stakeholder 
interaction. 

5-point Likert Scale 

Debunk fake news My organization has a 
specialized social media 
monitoring desk to debunk 
fake news. 

5-point Likert Scale 

Healthcare 
professionals 

My organization hires 
medical experts or 
healthcare professionals as 
full -time/part-time 
employees. 

5-point Likert Scale 

Citizen journalism My organization 
encourages citizen 
journalism/voluntary news 
gatherers, especially amid 
emergencies. 

5-point Likert Scale 

Governmental 
assistance 

It will be a good idea if 
my organization receives 
governmental assistance 
amid emergencies. 

5-point Likert Scale 

Protective care My organization provides 
emergency protective gear 
& gives a special 
emergency allowance. 

5-point Likert Scale 

 
Table 1. Construct of Questionnaire  
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H7: It is good that media Organizations  
in Pakistan receive governmental  
funding.                                                       0.042 
                                                                      Supported 
H8: Media Organizations in Pakistan  
provide protective gear to journalists.       0.891 
                                                                      Not Supported 
H9: Media Organizations in Pakistan  
provide health and life insurance.                       0.544 
                                                                      Not Supported 

 
Table 4. Chi-Square Tests based on Association between  
organization-type and their perspectives against Variables 

of Interest  
 
 

 
 

Fig.1. Comparison of organization-type and responses of Pakistani media  
towards the COVID-19 pandemic  
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